2025 FIRECRACKER AWARD
WINNER, POETRY

Celebrating the Best of Independent Literary Publishing

Mirror Nation
by Don Mee Choi (Wave Books)

“Mirror Nation offers the best of what poetry can provide—a
new way of seeing. Once you have read it, it will live in

you and with you for the foreseeable future. Arriving at a
crossroads in the American colonial project, this collection
is both testament and testimony to the corrosive forces of
empire.”

—Judges Rob Arnold, Truong Tran & Lena Khalaf Tuffaha
Community of Literary Magazines & Presses | cImp.org

2025 FIRECRACKER AWARD
WINNER, FICTION

Celebrating the Best of Independent Literary Publishing

Obligations to the Wounded

by Mubanga Kalimamukwento (University of Pittsburgh Press)

“Seldom does fiction so expertly capture the complications
of queerness, family, dislocation, and culture. Obligations

to the Wounded is a triumphant collection of unforgettable
tales whose characters are as varied in identity as they are in

experienced circumstances.”
—Judges Luis Alberto Correan, Juliana Lamy & Alejandro Varela
Community of Literary Magazines & Presses | cImp.org

2025 FIRECRACKER AWARD
WINNER, CREATIVE NONFICTION

Celebrating the Best of Independent Literary Publishing

Low: Notes on Art & Trash
by Jaydra Johnson (Fonograf Editions)

“Jaydra Johnson’s Low is formally inventive, bringing
together art criticism and memoir, words and art into
a meticulously crafted essay collection. In stunningly
lyrical prose, Johnson pays a finely hewn attention to
that which our wasteful, capitalistic society discards
and collapses the dichotomies of high and low art.”

—Judges Sean Enfield, Rosa Hernandez & Alejandra Oliva

Community of Literary Magazines & Presses | cImp.org



